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National Parks of 
Croatia
The main protected areas of Croatia are:

• Brijuni Islands

• Kornati

• Krka

• Mljet

• Paklenica

• Plitvice Lakes

• Risnjak

• Northern Velebit.

Picture 1. National Parks of Croatia



Brijuni Islands
National Park

• A scenic string of islands,
reached by boat, with notable
archaeological & cultural sites
(there are the remains of
Roman villas)

• Rich history

• Safari

• Tito’s Cadillac

Picture 2. Brijuni National Park 



Plitvice Lakes 
National Park

• Plitvice Lakes NP is a forest 
reserve in central Croatia

• It's known for a chain of 16 
lakes, joined by waterfalls

• The lakes extend into a 
limestone canyon

• They’re the oldest national 
park in Croatia

Picture 3. Plitvice Lakes National Park



The name of the 

massif probably 

comes from the 

Croatian word 

for the lynx, ris.

Risnjak National park
• It is located in Gorski kotar, the most mountainous 

and heavily forested region of the country

• Risnjak is full of different types of woods, 
grasslands, and rocks

• It is rich with an envious number of plant species.

Picture 4. Risnjak National Park



DEGENIA VELEBITICA
(Degenia velebitica)

• The rarest plant in Croatia

• Grows in rock crevices on the Velebit mountain

• It's imprint is on the 50 lipa banknote

ADRIATIC BROWN ALGAE

(Fucus virsoides)

• Very rare brown algae

• Grows on the rocks along the sea coast of the Adriatic Sea

• Lives only in clear and clean sea

Picture 5. Velebit degenia

Picture 6. Adriatic Brown algae



ISTRIAN BELLFLOWER
(Campanula istriaca)

• „Decoration of Plomin”

• Grows on the stone facades of houses, churches and walls

• It is bothered by atmospheric pollution

EDELWEISS

(Leontopodium alpinum)
• It is widespread in the area of the Dinarides

• Grows on inaccessible mountain cliffs

• The oldest legally protected plant in Croatia

Picture 7. Istrian bellflower

Picture 8. Edelweiss



Wild orchid - orchidea spontanea

Picture 9. Bee orchid (Orchis apifera) Picture 10. Dark bee-orchid (Orchis fusca) Picture 11.Monkey orchid

(Orchis simia)  

Picture 12.Military orchid 

(Orchis militaris)

Picture 14. Eggleaf twayblade

(Listera ovata)Picture 13. Bird's-nest orchid (Neottia nidus – avis) 



LYNX (Lynx lynx)

• Nocturnal animal that hunts in the night

• Natural habitats are mostly in Gorski kotar, Lika 
and Ćićarija which are all mountainous areas

• Threatened by poaching, habitat loss and 
depletion of prey

• Number doesn’t exceed 200 and  „ris” is the 
rarest and the most hidden beast in Europe Picture 15. Lynx



MEDITERRANEAN MONK SEAL
(Monachus monachus) 

• One of the most endangered mammalian 
species on the planet ( the sole member of 
the genus Monachus)

• Antropogenic influence changed the 
species behaviour

• Almost extinct in the Adriatic Sea
Picture 16. Mediterranean monk seal



NOBLE PEN SHELL
(Pinna nobilis)
• Biggest shellfish in Croatia (30-50cm)

• One of the best indicators of a clean sea

• Mass extinction happened in the 2019-2020. 
period, cause is most likely linked to the 
ever-rising global temperature

• Is frequently poached and sold as a souvenir Picture 17. Noble pen shell



GRIFFON VULTURE (Gyps fulvus)
• Birds of prey belonging to the scavenger group

• There are only about a hundred pairs of griffons 
living in Croatia today (on islands Cres, Krk, 
Plavnik and Prvić)

• Rescue Centre for Griffon Vultures -

preservation and care for this strictly 

protected species

Picture 18. Gyps fulvus

Picture 19.Griffon Vulture pair
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